Foundations Lesson #5
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit, Part 1

Our outline reads: The baptism in the Holy Spirit is an experience whereby God the Father and God the Son bestow upon the believer an infilling of God the Holy Spirit.  The five instances in Scripture that give us an account of this experience are...  and then those five instances are given with the Bible references for each.  Before examining these five passages carefully, I believe it's important to understand the background of the baptism in the Holy Spirit, which is Roman Numeral number one on our outline.  Several Old Testament prophets spoke of a future work of the Spirit.

Is. 44:3	For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants.

Isaiah provides no explanation or detail, he just says that God will pour out his Spirit on the people's offspring.

Ez. 36:26-27	I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.

Here Ezekiel indicates that obedience to the LORD's decrees and laws would be a result of God's putting his Spirit in his people.

Jol. 2:28-29	“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.  Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.

Joel gives more detail than the others.  He lets us know that people of low social-economic standing, servants, won't be passed over, and he's the first to show us that the supernatural realm will be involved – that there will be prophesy, dreams and visions when the Spirit is outpoured.
In the New Testament, John the Baptist is the first to speak of the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  In Matthew 3:11 he says,

Mt. 3:11	“I baptize you with water for repentance.  But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

From John the Baptist we learn the identity of the one doing the baptizing with the Holy Spirit, namely Jesus Christ.  Then Jesus himself has given us more understanding regarding the work of the Holy Spirit.

Jn. 14:16-17	[Jesus speaking to his followers]  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever – the Spirit of truth.  The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.

The Holy Spirit was already living with Jesus' disciples, but a greater dimension of the Spirit would be coming their way; the Spirit would be in them.  Then John's gospel records something that happened on the evening of the day that Jesus rose from the dead.

Jn. 20:21-22	Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.

Even though on this occasion a measure of the Spirit was imparted to Jesus' disciples as he breathed on them, he also let them know that they'd be given – and that they needed – yet an even greater dimension of the Spirit.

Lk. 24:49	[Jesus speaking]  I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

Ac. 1:4-5	On one occasion, while he [Jesus] was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
verse 8	But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Here Jesus uses the same terminology that John the Baptist had used earlier, namely that the coming impartation of the Holy Spirit would be a baptism with, or in, the Spirit.  In other words, it's described as an immersion in the Spirit, a drenching with the Spirit.  Also, more of the purpose of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is revealed here – namely that it'll be given so that the disciples would have power to minister.
Before going on, I want to make some application of the truths we've already read.  It's important for us always to be hungry for more of God, for more of his Spirit.  The disciples had the Spirit with them.  Then Jesus breathed on them and they received the Spirit.  Some days later they were baptized in the Spirit.  Then at least some of them, two chapters later in Acts 4:31, were again filled with the Spirit.  I'm not claiming that we should try to duplicate each of these experiences.  What I am saying is that because God is infinite and we humans are finite, there's always more available, and, since God is extraordinarily generous, we can legitimately live in hope and expectation that some of that available more will yet be coming our way.  I've encountered some believers who in pride have said that they were full of the Spirit and they didn't need or want anything else.  Let's remember that God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.  We'd all do well to have the attitude of needing and thirsting for everything God has for us.  I'd encourage you always to be hungry for more of God.  We have to meet the conditions to receive the more, but there's always more available.
It's also important for us to understand as much as we can about God's purposes for the things he does.  As we've read, the primary purpose the Bible gives for the baptism in the Holy Spirit is that we believers might be filled with power to be the witnesses we've been called to be.  You've probably had the experience of talking to someone who's had no interest in what you were saying.  Maybe they were fidgeting, or staring off into space, or tapping their fingers.  But occasionally, you may have encountered someone who listened to you intently, with such focus that they were eager to soak in everything you were telling them.  The power of the Holy Spirit is designed to help us make such an impact.  I'm not claiming that once you get baptized in the Holy Spirit everyone will listen intently every time you share the good news of salvation.  But once you get baptized in the Spirit, you now have power to make much more of an impact, more of a difference in the lives of others.
When I was growing up and needed to drill a hole, I got out the drill and manually turned the handle of the crank around and around in order to make the drill bit spin.  Nowadays, we just pull the trigger and the battery does the work for us.  The difference between continually turning the crank and just needing to pull the trigger is the power.  With the power, more gets done, faster, and with less effort.  There's a much greater impact.  Similarly, with the power of the Holy Spirit the impact is greater; more is accomplished in the Kingdom of God.
Also, the baptism in the Holy Spirit opens up the supernatural realm to the believer to a much greater extent.  Joel prophesied how the outpouring of the Spirit would result in prophecy, dreams, and visions.  In I Corinthians 12:7-11, the apostle Paul lists nine manifestation gifts of the Holy Spirit that are given to believers so that they can be a blessing to others in the church family.  Experience has shown clearly that those who've received the baptism in the Holy Spirit tend to be much more prolific in experiencing one or more of these nine manifestation gifts than those who haven't yet received.
As Peter was concluding his message on the Day of Pentecost, he told the people in his audience (who were “cut to the heart” and asking what they should do) to do three things: repent, be baptized, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  It's still God's design and desire for people who want to get right with him today to begin their walk with him by doing these three things: repent (or get saved, which was covered in Lesson #3), be baptized (which was covered in Lesson #4), and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (which is being covered here in Lesson #5).  Salvation deals with someone escaping the kingdom of darkness and entering into the family of God; water baptism is the public initiation confirming citizenship in the Kingdom of God; and the baptism in the Holy Spirit is the empowerment for service in the Kingdom of God.
Salvation can be compared to a man taking the oath to become a soldier;  water baptism can be compared to his wearing his new uniform – letting everyone know what he's done;  and the baptism in the Holy Spirit can be compared to his receiving basic training and being issued his weapons, so that he has the power to make an impact.  Sending a Christian into the world without the power of the Holy Spirit is like sending a soldier into battle without a weapon.  Amen.




Foundations Lesson #5
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit, Part 2

Now that we've examined the background of the baptism in the Holy Spirit, let's delve into the Scriptural accounts where the baptism in the Spirit has actually taken place.  I'm covering them in the order they appear in the Bible.  The first one took place in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost, and it's recorded in Acts chapter two.  I'm starting the reading in verse one.

Ac. 2:1-18	1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
		5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.  6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language.  7Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?  8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language?  9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs – we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”  12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
		13Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”
		14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  15These men are not drunk, as you suppose.  It's only nine in the morning!  16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  17'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.  18Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.
verses 37-39	37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
		38Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

Some people refer to this account as the birthday of the church.  God certainly orchestrated some wild and unusual happenings that day.  Verse two tells us that suddenly, a sound like the blowing of a violent wind filled the house where they were, but there's no mention of an actual wind.  If the noise generated by a tropical hurricane strong enough to tear roofs off houses filled your apartment but not a piece of paper was moving anywhere, you might get just a little freaked out.  I've never seen tongues made of fire, never mind ones that separated and came to rest on people's heads, apparently with no hair getting singed, but that happened next.  Then, to top it all off, those present started speaking in languages they didn't know.  I ask you to consider, how would you feel if all that happened to you?
Our text tells us that the crowd present was bewildered, amazed, and perplexed – no surprise there.  Peter, apparently feeling the need to give some explanation, then addressed the crowd.  After he dealt with the reason some were ridiculing the believers, he let the people know clearly that this was a momentous occasion.  Quoting the prophet Joel, he explained to his listeners that Holy Scripture, written hundreds of years earlier, was being fulfilled before their very eyes.  He preached powerfully about Jesus Christ and his resurrection from the dead, concluding his message by saying, “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
Verse 37 then describes one of the results of the power of God having been poured out, namely that of deep conviction, the hearers being “cut to the heart” and wanting to know what they needed to do.  Peter tells them to repent, be baptized, and that they also would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Of course, they had a picture before them of what receiving the Holy Spirit would entail, having just witnessed what happened to Peter and the others after they'd been baptized in the Holy Spirit.  But Peter then adds a powerful word of assurance, that the promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit extends to all, including future generations, as many as are called by The Almighty.  That means you and I, living hundreds upon hundreds of years later, can still place our confidence in God's promise to baptize us in the Holy Spirit.
The next incident from Scripture is found in Acts chapter 8.  I'll begin reading in verse 5.

Ac. 8:5-24	5Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there.  6When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said.  7With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed.  8So there was great joy in that city.
		9Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria.  He boasted that he was someone great, 10and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is the divine power known as the Great Power.”  11They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his magic.  12But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  13Simon himself believed and was baptized.  And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.
		14When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.  15When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.  17Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
		18When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money 19and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”
		20Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money!  21You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God.  22Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord.  Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a thought in your heart.  23For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.”
		24Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to me.”

Two chapters earlier, Philip had been one of seven individuals chosen by the church to help insure that the daily distribution of food was handled impartially.  Then, when persecution broke out after the stoning of Stephen, Philip went to Samaria, and the passage we just read gives the account of what happened there.  When Philip preached, many men and women received Christ as Lord and Savior.  But the Scripture also makes careful mention of the miracles that were performed by Philip as he ministered.  Verse 6 mentions “the miraculous signs he did,” verse 7 that “with shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed,” and verse 13 tells us that Simon the Sorcerer “followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.”
When the church leaders in Jerusalem heard about this revival taking place in Samaria, they sent Peter and John there.  They prayed for the Samaritans who'd believed to receive the Holy Spirit.  In Scripture, the word “receive” is one of the terms used to describe the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Other terms include “filled with,” “came on,” “fell on,” “was given,” “poured out,” and “baptized with.”  Each term God uses gives us unique understanding into this important experience.  Yet when many people hear the word “receive,” they think of something being received that the individual didn't previously have, which is not completely accurate in this case.  Let me explain.
When anyone accepts Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit takes up residence in that individual.  The Bible uses terminology such as “dwells in,” “lives in,” “sealed with,” “received,” and even “a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come,” to describe the work of the Spirit at salvation.  The purpose of the indwelling work of the Spirit at salvation is primarily that of bringing spiritual life to someone who'd previously been spiritually dead.  But the infilling of or baptism with the Spirit has the purpose of empowering someone for service in the Kingdom of God who's already spiritually alive.  In either case, the Spirit can be “received,” but the purpose and ministry of the Spirit in each of these two experiences is unique.
When Peter and John placed their hands on the Samaritan believers, they received the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Scripture doesn't tell us exactly what happened when these believers received, but it was so amazing that Simon the Sorcerer offered money to Peter and John, that they might give him the same ability he felt they had.  Let's remember that he never offered Philip money to have the power to perform the “great signs and miracles” he saw Philip perform, so this must have been different.  Something mightily captivated Simon's attention.  Of course, Peter rebuked him soundly for wanting to buy the gift of God with money.
This account gives us clarity in distinguishing between salvation and the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  First of all, these two experiences were clearly separated by time.  We read that the Samaritans got saved in verse 12, but they didn't receive the baptism in the Spirit until verse 17.  Also, the vehicle through which they received the baptism in the Spirit was that of the laying on of hands.  We'll study that in greater detail in Lesson #16, but for now I'd just like to point out that salvation cannot be imparted by the laying on of hands; it's a decision; it's a choice.  Since the baptism in the Spirit is an impartation, it can be received through the laying on of hands.
The third incident of the baptism in the Spirit is in Acts chapter 9.  I'll begin reading in verse 3.

Ac. 9:3-19	3As he [Saul] neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  4He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
		5“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
		“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.  6“Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”
		7The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone.  8Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing.  So they led him by the hand into Damascus.  9For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.
		10In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias.  The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!”
		“Yes, Lord,” he answered.
		11The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.  12In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.”
		13“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem.  14And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”
		15But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go!  This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.  16I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”
		17Then Ananias went to the house and entered it.  Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord – Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here – has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  18Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again.  He got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

This is the story of the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, who'd been a violent persecutor of the early church.  Again, there's a clear distinction of time – three days – between when Saul got saved on the road to Damascus and when he received the baptism in the Spirit.  Also, we again see that the ministry of being filled with the Holy Spirit is aided by the laying on of hands.  Simply put, Saul wasn't filled with the Spirit until Ananias laid his hands on him.
The next incident comes from Acts chapter 10.  I'll begin reading in verse 44.

Ac. 10:44-48	44While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.  45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.  46For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.
		Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water?  They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”  48So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

This story, which begins in verse 1 of chapter 10, tells us how non-Jewish people, known as Gentiles, first came into the church.  Up to this point, all the believers were Jews and, apparently, these Jewish Christians assumed that Gentiles could only be saved if they first committed themselves to obey all the Law of Moses, a requirement that God wasn't making of them.  I invite you to read the entirety of Acts chapter 10 at your convenience.  Here Peter was preaching to a large gathering of Gentiles in the house of Cornelius, a Roman centurion.  His sermon starts in verse 34.
Verse 44 tells us that before Peter even had the chance to finish his message, God started saving his hearers and then also baptizing them in the Holy Spirit.  Verse 45 tells us that the circumcised believers – that is, the Jewish believers – were surprised, that they were astonished.  Why?  Because their understanding of salvation was being corrected by God!  Peter and his companions were beginning to understand that God was granting even the Gentiles repentance unto life.  How did they know?  They heard the Gentiles speaking in tongues, just as it had happened on the Day of Pentecost, so they knew that God had given even them the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Satisfied that the Gentiles were therefore saved, Peter ordered that they be water baptized.
Before going on to the next passage, I just want to point out the terms used in these verses to describe the baptism in the Holy Spirit:  “came on” (v.44),  “gift” (v.45),  “poured out” (v.45), and “received” (v.47).  Again, each of these terms highlights a different aspect of the experience we know as the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
The last of the five incidents where the baptism in the Holy Spirit has taken place is in Acts 19.  I'll begin reading in verse one.

Ac. 19:1-7	1While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus.  There he found some disciples 2and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
		They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
		3So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”
		“John's baptism,” they replied.
		4Paul said, “John's baptism was a baptism of repentance.  He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.”  5On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.  6When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.  7There were about twelve men in all.

Verse 1 tells us that in Ephesus Paul found some disciples.  Now I've heard some in the body of Christ teach that these disciples were actually disciples of John the Baptist.  The reason I have a big problem with that interpretation is that it's not consistent with the way the word “disciples” is used all throughout the book of Acts.  In the Additional Resources section of this web page I've included a document that gives all 30 occurrences of the word disciple, either singular or plural, throughout the book of Acts.  I invite you to read that document at your leisure.  I believe you'll find it easy to agree with me that Luke, the author of Acts, uses the word disciple to mean a Christian, a member of the born-again community, a follower of Jesus Christ.  In the early church, they simply used different expressions than we do today.  What we call “Christianity,” they called “The Way,” and what we call a “Christian,” they called a “disciple.”
Going back to Acts 19, verse two tells us that Paul asked these disciples a question, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  This question gives us some important information.  It tells us that for his hearers, their act of believing was a thing of the past.  And, it tells us that when someone receives the Holy Spirit, they know what's happened to them and they can easily testify of their experience.  But it also lets us know that when someone believes, it's possible for them either to receive or not to receive the Holy Spirit.  If this weren't the case, Paul's question wouldn't have made any sense.  Again, we know that anyone, the moment they're saved, receives the indwelling of the Spirit, but the context of the passage we just read makes it plain that Paul is here referring to the infilling of the Spirit, the baptism in the Spirit.  So again we understand from Scripture that salvation and the baptism in the Holy Spirit are distinct experiences.  It's possible for them to occur almost at the same time, as we read in Acts 10, but they are distinct, with the baptism in the Spirit usually taking place some time after salvation.
The believers replied that they hadn't even heard that there was a Holy Spirit, so the apostle Paul asked them, “Then what baptism did you receive?”  Some people believe that Paul asked this question because if they'd been water baptized as Jesus had commanded, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, they would have at least heard of the Holy Spirit.  Others feel that Paul asked the question because he was thinking, “If you didn't receive the baptism in the Spirit, then what baptism did you receive?”  Scripture doesn't tell us why Paul asked what he did, but the believers then told him that they'd received John's baptism.
The previous chapter gives insight into what had taken place.  It says that a man named Apollos had been ministering in Ephesus, teaching about Jesus accurately – because he was a learned man with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures – but only knowing the baptism of John.  Apparently, the disciples Paul was talking to had been saved under Apollos' ministry and, therefore, they'd been water baptized in the only way that Apollos knew at the time, which was the baptism of John the Baptist.  Having heard this, the Apostle Paul then instructed these disciples about New Testament baptism, which they consented to receive.  After all that, as Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit “came on” them, being evidenced by their speaking in tongues and prophesying.
So this passage of Scripture again shows us that salvation and the baptism in the Spirit are distinct experiences, and that the ministry of the baptism in the Holy Spirit can be accommodated by the laying on of hands.  Amen.




Foundations Lesson #5
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit, Part 3

Going on to page two of our outline, Roman Numeral number three covers the subject of knowing that the baptism in the Holy Spirit has been received.  It's really important for believers to be filled with the Spirit, to receive the power God desires for us to walk in.  Jesus instructed his followers, before he was taken up to heaven, that they were to remain in the city until they'd been clothed with power from on high.  He wanted to make sure that they were properly empowered before they went out to minister.

Eph. 5:18	Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  Instead, be filled with the Spirit.

Here Scripture commands us to be filled with the Spirit.  The verb tense in the original Greek is that of a continuous action in the present.  In other words, we always need to be being filled with the Spirit.  Because there's always more available, we should always be longing for more in order to be obedient to this command.
Since, in the words of Jesus and of the Scripture, it's very important for believers to live empowered by the Spirit, the question then arises, how can we know that we've received the baptism in the Holy Spirit?  That's a very important question.  Fortunately, we see in the New Testament that people knew when they were baptized in the Spirit.
As was mentioned earlier, the Apostle Paul asked some disciples in Ephesus, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  Paul wouldn't have asked that question unless he'd been confident that his hearers were able to give him a clear answer if they had indeed received.  Put another way, the question itself shows us that anyone having received the baptism in the Spirit would know that they'd received and could confidently tell others about what happened.

Lk. 11:9-13	[Jesus speaking]  “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.
		“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?  Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Here in Luke 11 Jesus is teaching his followers to pray.  He'd just given them a model prayer, followed by a story that illustrated the need to persist in asking until the answer comes.  In this context, he tells them that their Father in heaven will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.  Asking is up to us, giving the Spirit is up to God, who's faithful and delights in giving good gifts to his children.  Since, in Jesus' teaching, we ask until the answer comes, it only stands to reason that we'll know when the answer to our request of receiving the Holy Spirit has arrived.
Examining the five incidents previously covered, we discover that clearly supernatural events were present each time the baptism in the Holy Spirit occurred.  Whether people were speaking in tongues, prophesying, being healed of blindness, or having tongues of fire rest on them, no one receiving the baptism in the Spirit or anyone witnessing what took place would have doubted that God was supernaturally at work.  With 100% of the incidents of Scripture – five out of five – being accompanied by the supernatural, we have every reason to expect the same today.
When we study these five incidents to see if there's a common thread, a manifestation that's somehow present on each occasion, we make an important discovery.  Acts 2:4 tells us that all of the believers were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  In Acts 10:46, Peter and the Jewish brothers with him heard the Gentiles speaking in tongues and therefore rightly concluded that they'd been saved and baptized in the Holy Spirit.  In Acts 19:6 the disciples spoke in tongues when Paul placed his hands on them.  In Acts 8, Simon the Sorcerer tried to buy, from Peter and John, the ability (as he put it) to have people receive the Holy Spirit at the laying on of his hands.  Obviously, what he witnessed was profoundly supernatural, yet it was different from the great signs and miracles he'd seen Philip perform.  Many have pointed out that what he saw, almost assuredly, was people speaking in tongues as hands were laid on them.  Personally, I can't imagine what else it could have been.  Then in Acts 9:18, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes when Ananias laid his hands on him and he was filled with the Holy Spirit.  We know that Saul, who was later known as the apostle Paul, spoke in tongues quite a lot, because he wrote to the church in Corinth, “I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you” (I Corinthians 14:18).  Could it have been that Saul also spoke in tongues when Ananias laid his hands on him, a detail Luke just didn't feel the need to record when he wrote the book of Acts?  That certainly wouldn't have been inconsistent with Luke's writing or the writing of other Scriptures (see John 21:25, for example).
So since the speaking in tongues is represented, in one way or another, in each one of the five incidents of Scripture where the baptism in the Holy Spirit takes place, we can reasonably conclude that it serves as the evidence, the way people know, that the baptism in the Holy Spirit has been received.  I'm very grateful to God that when he pours out his Spirit into the lives of his sons and daughters, he also takes special control of the tongue, which the Bible describes as “a world of evil among the parts of the body” (see James 3:5-8), using it to his glory as it speaks a language provided by the Holy Spirit, one the owner of the tongue has never learned.
Some amazing testimonies have come from those who minister to the deaf.  I'd like to read you two of them.

QUOTE	People who are totally deaf, and have never spoken a word, when receiving the Holy Spirit will speak fluently in tongues!  Mrs. Wendell Mason of LaVerne, California, who works with the deaf, says: “I have seen and prayed with at least twenty deaf persons to receive the Holy Spirit, and heard them begin to speak fluently in a heavenly language to God, then return to their sign language when communicating with me.  I have seen two deaf-mute persons receive the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues.”  Similar testimony comes from many others who work with the deaf.  It would be absolutely impossible for these handicapped people to imitate a language, or to be speaking words remembered from their “unconscious” mind (as some skeptics have said in trying to explain away speaking in tongues) since they have never heard a word in their lives!

QUOTE	One day a young man from New Jersey, Clifford Tonnensen, had attended a camp meeting in Michigan.  In the course of the meeting Clifford received the baptism in the Holy Spirit and began to speak in tongues.
		A lady standing nearby grew extremely excited.  Clifford was speaking German, she said.  A fluent, beautiful High German.
		But this alone was not what excited the lady.  It was the fact that she knew he could not be speaking the language by any natural means.  He could not even speak his own language, English.  Clifford was a deaf-mute who had not heard a sound since a disease destroyed his hearing at the age of two months!

In closing this section of our lesson, I'd like to encourage you.  God wants to fill you with power from on high.  God wants to give you greater capacity to make an impact.  He desires to pour himself into you in the person of the Holy Spirit.  He's made more of himself available to you.  Being clothed with power from on high is such an important event that God has provided an evidence of it happening.  The way you can know that this infilling is taking place is that you'll get to praise him in a language you've never learned, one you'll receive as the Holy Spirit enables you.  The main focus of that experience shouldn't be the language you'll be speaking, but the difference you'll be able to make in the lives of others, impacting them powerfully in matters related to God and his kingdom.  Amen.




Foundations Lesson #5
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit, Part 4

Roman Numeral number four on our outline addresses the subject of opposition to the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  People have opposed the baptism in the Holy Spirit since the Day of Pentecost, when some made fun of the newly empowered believers, saying “They have had too much wine.”  I believe there are several reasons for all this opposition.
It's not natural for people to speak languages they don't know; it's supernatural.  But some folks get uncomfortable with doing things that might be considered weird or fanatical by others.  Because they get uncomfortable, they oppose whatever makes them feel that way.  As Christians, we need to be firmly committed to pleasing God, regardless of what others say or think.  Ezekiel was called by God to lie on his left side for 390 days (tied up with ropes so he couldn't turn from one side to the other), followed by a shorter stint of only 40 days on his right side (see Ezekiel 4:1-17).  Isaiah was called to walk around naked and barefoot for three years (see Isaiah 20:1-6).  These men of God obeyed the Lord regardless of what others might have said or thought.  They serve as a great example for us to do the same.
Another reason for the opposition is that the kingdom of darkness will always fight against the power of God being manifested.  When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead after he'd been in the tomb for four days, you'd think that people would've been quick to acknowledge Jesus' authenticity.  Some did, but more notably, the opposition he faced became much more fierce, even though there was no natural reason for it.  The power of God is a great threat to the devil and his demons.
Yet another factor leading to resistance, especially from people in the church, is that not everyone really wants to yield to God.  The issue is one of control.  So when a new believer gets filled with the Holy Spirit and allows God to have the appropriate measure of control over his or her tongue, some fight against that.  They know in their consciences that they should be yielding to God, too.  But because they're not willing to do that, they feel the need to tear down anything that models genuine surrender to God.  Even the apostle Paul had to deal with people in the church who were jealous and quarreling (I Corinthians 3:3), a clear sign of lack of submission to God.
Over the years, I've encountered many – most of whom were in the church – who've fought against the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  It's been my joy to do the best I could to love them and care about them regardless of their opposition which, at times, was quite strong.  Most of their objections have been rooted in misunderstandings of Scripture, so now I'd like to address the three main arguments they've presented.
Some believe that speaking in tongues is not for today because the Bible says that where there are tongues, they will be stilled (or cease, in older translations).  The Bible does indeed say that, but it's not valid to take one phrase of Scripture out of its context, so let's carefully examine the whole passage.

1Co. 13:8-12	8Love never fails.  But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.  11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.  When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.  12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

This entire paragraph is a contrast between what happens in two distinct seasons, one represented by the word “now,” and the other by the word “then.”  Both of these words appear twice in verse 12.  I invite you to download the document in the Additional Resources section of this web page entitled “NOW  vs.  THEN.”  It places all the information from these five verses into two columns, so that it's easier to see which characteristics apply to which one of these two seasons.  Regarding the “now” season, Scripture says that we know in part and we prophesy in part, that we're compared to a child in our talking, thinking, and reasoning, and that we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror.  Paul also says that he knows in part.  Going over to the other column, Scripture says that in the “then” season prophecies will cease, tongues will be stilled, knowledge will pass away, that perfection comes and the imperfect disappears, that we're compared to adults who put childish ways behind us, and that we shall see face to face.  Paul also says that then he shall know fully, even as he is fully known.  So I ask you to consider, do you believe that knowledge has already passed away, that perfection has come, that imperfection has disappeared, and that you know fully, even as you are fully known?  After all, that's when tongues will be stilled.  The only interpretation that makes any sense to me is that the “now” season refers to life on earth and the “then” season refers to life in heaven.  In heaven, prophecies will cease, tongues will be stilled, knowledge – that is, earthly knowledge – will have passed away, perfection will have arrived, the imperfect will have disappeared, we will see the Lord face to face, and so on.  Those who claim that tongues are no longer for today simply need to know their Bibles better.
Another argument I've encountered claims that people are filled with the Spirit at salvation, so that there's no need to seek any additional experience.  Many years ago when I was challenged with that doctrine, I decided to find every passage in the Bible that mentioned being “filled with” or “full of” the Holy Spirit.  There are 19 of them.  By the way, I've included a document in the Additional Resources section of this web page that lists them all.  If you read that document, I believe you'll find, just as I did, that not one of those 19 passages refers to the salvation experience.  Not one.  So there's zero Biblical basis for making such a claim.  Besides, Acts 8:16 says, regarding the people who'd gotten saved under Philip's ministry in Samaria, that “the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them” that is, until Peter and John placed their hands on them.
I'd also like to caution you regarding doctrines that claim that God isn't doing things today that he clearly did as recorded in Scripture.  We don't have the right to tell God what he can and cannot do today.  God doesn't change (Malachi 3:6).  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8).  He's still doing the things he was doing then.  When someone tries to tell me that God isn't doing something today that he clearly did in the time of the New Testament, I require them to show me, in the Scripture, where God has said that he would stop doing that.
The last argument I want to mention claims that not everyone speaks in tongues because First Corinthians 12:30 says, “Do all speak in tongues?” and the obvious answer to that question is no.  Again, let's take a careful look at that phrase of Scripture in its context.

1Co. 12:27-31	27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  28And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues.  29Are all apostles?  Are all prophets?  Are all teachers?  Do all work miracles?  30Do all have gifts of healing?  Do all speak in tongues?  Do all interpret?  31But eagerly desire the greater gifts.

Before we delve into the content of these five verses, I'd like us to examine the distinct varieties of speaking in tongues as recorded in Scripture.  These varieties become clear when we examine who the intended hearer is.  In other words, we can ask the question, 'Who are the tongues being spoken to?  Who's being addressed?'
In I Corinthians 14:2 the apostle Paul writes, “For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God.”  Then again in verse 14 he writes, “For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.”  In these two instances I believe it's quite clear that God himself is being addressed; he's being spoken to.  Let's call this variety of tongues prayer tongues because, after all, prayer is talking to God.
On the Day of Pentecost, however, the tongues were not being spoken to God, but to the humans present who understood the languages that were being spoken.  So let's call this variety of tongues direct tongues, because it speaks directly to humans understanding the language being verbalized.
There's yet another variety of tongues mentioned in Scripture, and this variety requires an interpretation.  You can read about that in I Corinthians 14:26-28 for example.  Why is an interpretation required?  Because those who are being addressed, those who are being spoken to, need to understand the message of God in their own language.  This variety of speaking in tongues, when followed by an interpretation, functions similarly to prophecy (see I Corinthians 14:5).  So let's call this variety of tongues congregational tongues, since it's intended to bring the message of God to the congregation of believers who are present.
Having identified these three distinct varieties of speaking in tongues, let's return to I Corinthians 12, and let's try to discover which variety of speaking in tongues this passage is referring to.  The context gives us the answer.  The question, “Do all speak in tongues?” is immediately followed up with, “Do all interpret?”  Since only congregational tongues require an interpretation, it's evident that Paul is saying that not everyone will have the gift of bringing a message in tongues to the congregation.  Not everyone will speak in congregational tongues, but that doesn't mean that they won't be able to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues to God.  They can.  Again, the baptism in the Spirit is available to every believer.  Amen.




Foundations Lesson #5
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit, Part 5

Going on to Roman Numeral number five on our outline, I'd like to give some practical guidance to those who want to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  If you want to be clothed with power from on high, if you want God, by his Holy Spirit, to fill you, if you desire to make an impact in this world that helps people live lives to please The Almighty, then I want to encourage you.  Those are good and noble desires to have.  I believe God is pleased with your having them.  He stands ready to empower you and every other son or daughter of his who truly wants him in their lives.  He delights in giving good gifts to his children.  You can receive because he's powerful and wonderfully generous.
First and most important, you must have received Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and Lord.  If you're not sure if you've done that, please go to Lesson #3 on Salvation.  There you'll find a thorough explanation of what it means to become a member of God's family.  Since salvation is also described as being born again, and since the birth experience is the beginning of a life not a destination, I want to encourage you to continue growing in God, being hungry for more of the Lord.  Continue to have your number one priority, your main goal in life, to please The Almighty, to make him happy with every decision you make, every thought you think, and every attitude that resides in your heart.  As you desire God more and more, he'll gladly pour more of himself into you.
This is also a good time for us to check our motives.  Do we want more of God so that we can be more successful in business?  ...more popular?  ...more comfortable?  ...more respected?  Or, do we want more of God in order to please him?  ...in order to advance his kingdom?  ...in order to bring glory and honor to his name?  As the book of James tells us, having pure motives instead of selfish ones helps us receive the requests we make of the Lord (see James 4:3-4).
I'd also like to encourage you to renounce any past involvement you may have had in the occult or the demonic.  All supernatural activity is either of the kingdom of God or the kingdom of darkness.  There are no other alternatives.  So any activity that's supernatural but isn't clearly connected to Jesus Christ is of the kingdom of darkness.  That includes seances, fortune-telling, mind reading, astrology, playing with ouija boards, witchcraft, seeking guidance from horoscopes, psychics or mediums, and playing with tarot cards, to name just a few.  Anyone who's engaged in that kind of activity in the past should tell God they're sorry, and renounce their involvement in those things, never doing them again.
I'd also like you to realize that the Holy Spirit won't force you to speak in tongues.  He, the Spirit of God, desires your submission and cooperation.  I mention this because some have waited to be overpowered as with a bolt of lightning.  God very rarely uses that approach.
Also, I'd like to encourage you not to be speaking in English, or whatever your main language is, right after you've asked God to fill you with his Spirit.  You can't speak in English and in tongues at the same time.

Ps. 81:10	I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of Egypt.  Open wide your mouth and I will fill it.

Speaking in tongues, like everything else in the kingdom of God, is a matter of faith.  Our part is to have the inner conviction, the firm belief, that God will fill our mouth with the words that only he can provide.  So believing, we open our mouth to speak.  God does the rest.  But when we open our mouth, we can't be speaking a known language, because it's not possible for us to be speaking two different languages simultaneously.
Please also realize that strong emotions may or may not be involved.  I encourage you to leave that up to God.  Some people have a great display of emotion when they get filled with the Spirit.  Others have very little.  In the kingdom of God we live by faith, not by feelings.
I'd also like to encourage you that perseverance may be necessary.  In an ideal world, all of us would receive the blessings of God immediately when we ask.  Since we live in a fallen world that's tainted by sin, it doesn't always happen that way.  Jesus specifically taught us that we shouldn't give up when we pray.

Lk. 18:1	Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.

Jesus wouldn't have taught us to be persistent in prayer if it weren't necessary.  Some people might wonder, “Why is persistence required?”  That's a good question, and there may be a great variety of possible reasons, but in Christ, it's better to focus on the solution than the problem.  The solution in this case is simple: keep on seeking, keep on trusting, and keep on asking until the answer comes.
A woman named Faye had a great desire to be baptized in the Spirit, being prayed for many times for about two months.  Finally, at noon one day in her home she got down on her knees determined not to get up until she received.  At 2:55pm, God filled her.  Her great persistence had paid off.  Not long after that, her husband was prayed for and received immediately.  Why did she have to struggle and agonize but for him the blessing came effortlessly?  I don't know.  But I do know that her perseverance was rewarded.
I'd also like to mention that there could be benefit for you to request one or more mature believers to lay their hands on you to facilitate receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit, but it's not required.  In the five passages of Scripture we examined in part two of this lesson, three incidents involved the laying on of hands and two did not.  God is not a one-size-fits-all God.  Everything he does is custom made.  You can and will be clothed with power from on high as you ask and believe, but I'd encourage you to leave the details with the Lord.  He'll do it just the way that it's best for you.
So I encourage you to ask God and to believe.  You can and will be filled with the Spirit, because God is faithful, and his promises are 100% reliable.  Relax and be confident.  It'll happen.  Trust the Lord.  He's trustworthy.
At the bottom of page two on our outline, I've included a sample prayer you can use to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Feel free to use it or, instead, to use your own words, whatever works best for you.
Before ending this lesson, I'd like to read three passages of Scripture to encourage you.

Mk. 16:17	[Jesus speaking]  And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues:

Ac. 2:38b-39	[Peter preaching]  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

Lk. 11:9-13	[Jesus speaking]  “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.
		“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?  Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Amen.  God bless you all.
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