
STATISTICS There are 101 passages of Scripture – some short some longer – that deal with the 
subject of the laying on of hands.

- 4 of them are only used as figures of speech     EX: “They [the Israelites] will lay hands on 
Edom and Moab, and the Ammonites will be subject to them.” (Is. 11:14)

- 6 of them deal with laying hands on property     EX: “They killed seventy-five thousand of 
them but did not lay their hands on the plunder.” (Est. 9:16)

- 11 of them deal with laying hands on someone in hostility     EX: “But I warned them and said,
'Why do you spend the night by the wall?  If you do this again, I will lay hands on you.'  
From that time on they no longer came on the Sabbath.” (Neh. 13:21)

- 21 of them deal with God “laying his hand” on someone or some group of people                 
EX: When the harpist was playing, the hand of the LORD came upon Elisha and he said, 
“This is what the LORD says: Make this valley full of ditches.  (II Ki. 3:15-16)

- The remaining 59 passages (22 from the O.T. and 37 from the N.T.) deal with what we are 
studying – the doctrine of the laying on of hands where impartation takes place as the 
unseen realm participates with the physical realm.

QUOTE Speaking about the laying on of hands, Donald Gee has said this:  “[The laying on of 
hands] does not in any way contradict the sovereignty of God in bestowing spiritual gifts; it is 
only consistent with the beautiful revelation of the whole of the Bible that The Almighty 
condescends to work through, and by the cooperation of, human channels.  Never make the 
mistake that by the laying on of hands men have it in their own power and will to bestow any 
spiritual gift.  This beautiful and appropriate ordinance is powerful only as those who exercise it
are in the will of God and full of the Holy Spirit.  It should be remembered, however, that this is 
a perfectly scriptural ordinance, and we do quite well to submit to it from recognized godly 
brethren when seeking spiritual gifts or blessings.  We may safely depend on the Lord's 
honoring his own appointed methods.  We have seen that in bestowing spiritual gifts, God is 
sovereign.  That sovereignty may express itself by the direct bestowal of the gifts without any 
human intervention, or by their bestowal through the laying on of hands.”

1.   to  accommodate  an  impartation  of  blessing

healing

Mt. 8:2-3 A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you 
can make me clean.”

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.  “I am willing,” he said.  “Be clean!” 
Immediately he was cured of his leprosy.

Mt. 20:32-34 Jesus stopped and called them.  “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.  
“Lord,” they answered, “we want our sight.”

Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes.  Immediately they received 
their sight and followed him.

Mk. 6:5-6 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and 
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heal them.  And he was amazed at their lack of faith.

Mk. 16:17-18 [Jesus speaking]  And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name 
they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their 
hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands
on sick people, and they will get well.”

Lk. 4:40 When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of 
sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them.

Lk. 22:50-51 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.
But Jesus answered, “No more of this!”  And he touched the man’s ear and healed 

him.

Ac. 28:8 His [Publius'] father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery.  Paul went in 
to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him.

QUOTE Rupe was a man with a destroyed diaphragm, one lung partially collapsed, and a 
heart that was displaced so far that it was on the wrong side of his chest.  One night when he, 
his friend Bill, and Bill's wife Ellee were kneeling around the big hassock in Rupe's living room, 
Bill said: “My hands are on fire!  They're hurting me!”

Rupe relays the rest of the story in his own words: I said, “Put 'em on me!”  I shuffled 
around the hassock on my knees to where Bill and his wife were kneeling, and he laid his 
hands on my chest.  I felt as though all my insides had fallen out!  I sprang to my feet, and 
literally had to grab at my trousers to keep them from falling off; they were suddenly too loose.  
I had to struggle to get my coat unbuttoned, it was now so tight.  The whole outward 
configuration of my body was changing as my internal organs were renewed and went back 
into their proper positions.  My heart was thumping like a hammer, of course, and I felt it move 
three or four inches, back into its normal place under my breast-bone.  Not only was my 
diaphragm restored, but my physical body was changed so much that I had to get all new suits!

the  baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit

Ac. 8:14-20 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, 
they sent Peter and John to them.  When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had 
simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then Peter and John placed their 
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he 
offered them money and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my 
hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”

Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could 
buy the gift of God with money!

Ac. 9:17-19 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it.  Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord – Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here – 
has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  Immediately, 
something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again.  He got up and was 
baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
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Ac. 19:6 When Paul placed his hands on them [twelve Ephesian disciples], the Holy Spirit 
came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.

the  blessing  of  children

Mk. 10:13-16 People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples 
rebuked them.  When Jesus saw this, he was indignant.  He said to them, “Let the little children
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  I tell 
you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter 
it.”  And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.

Gen. 48:12-20 When Israel saw the sons of Joseph, he asked, “Who are these?”
“They are the sons God has given me here,” Joseph said to his father.
Then Israel said, “Bring them to me so I may bless them.”
Now Israel's eyes were failing because of old age, and he could hardly see.  So 

Joseph brought his sons close to him, and his father kissed them and embraced them.
Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your face again, and now God has 

allowed me to see your children too.”
Then Joseph removed them from Israel's knees and bowed down with his face to the 

ground.  And Joseph took both of them, Ephraim on his right toward Israel’s left hand and 
Manasseh on his left toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them close to him.  But Israel 
reached out his right hand and put it on Ephraim’s head, though he was the younger, and 
crossing his arms, he put his left hand on Manasseh’s head, even though Manasseh was the 
firstborn.

Then he blessed Joseph and said,

May the God before whom my fathers
     Abraham and Isaac walked,
the God who has been my shepherd
     all my life to this day,
the Angel who has delivered me from all harm
     – may he bless these boys.
May they be called by my name
     and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac,
and may they increase greatly
     upon the earth.”

When Joseph saw his father placing his right hand on Ephraim’s head he was 
displeased; so he took hold of his father’s hand to move it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s 
head.  Joseph said to him, “No, my father, this one is the firstborn; put your right hand on his 
head.”

But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know.  He too will become a 
people, and he too will become great.  Nevertheless, his younger brother will be greater than 
he, and his descendants will become a group of nations.”  He blessed them that day and said,

“In your name will Israel pronounce this blessing:
     'May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.'”

So he put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh.
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the  grace  needed  to  do  a  new  job  or  ministry  well

Nu. 8:9-11 Bring the Levites to the front of the Tent of Meeting and assemble the whole Israelite 
community.  You are to bring the Levites before the LORD, and the Israelites are to lay their 
hands on them.  Aaron is to present the Levites before the LORD as a wave offering from the 
Israelites, so that they may be ready to do the work of the LORD.

Ac. 6:3-6 [the Twelve apostles are speaking]  Brothers, choose seven men from among you 
who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.  We will turn this responsibility over to them 
and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”

This proposal pleased the whole group.  They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and 
of the Holy Spirit; and also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from 
Antioch, a convert to Judaism.  They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and 
laid their hands on them.

verse 7 So the word of God spread.  The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, 
and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.

Ac. 13:1-3 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”  So after they had fasted and 
prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.

the  bestowing  of  spiritual  gifts

1Ti. 4:14 [the apostle Paul writes to his young protege, Timothy]  Do not neglect your gift, which
was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.

2Ti. 1:6 [again Paul is writing to Timothy]  For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift
of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.

2.   to  accommodate  an  impartation  of  transfer

Lev. 16:20-22 [regulations for the Day of Atonement]  “When Aaron has finished making atonement 
for the Most Holy Place, the Tent of Meeting and the altar, he shall bring forward the live goat.  
He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it all the wickedness and 
rebellion of the Israelites – all their sins – and put them on the goat’s head.  He shall send the 
goat away into the desert in the care of a man appointed for the task.  The goat will carry on 
itself all their sins to a solitary place; and the man shall release it in the desert.

Nu. 27:15-23 Moses said to the LORD, “May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint 
a man over this community to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and 
bring them in, so the LORD's people will not be like sheep without a shepherd.”

So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and
lay your hand on him.  Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and 
commission him in their presence.  Give him some of your authority so the whole Israelite 
community will obey him.  He is to stand before Eleazar the priest, who will obtain decisions for
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him by inquiring of the Urim before the LORD.  At his command he and the entire community of 
the Israelites will go out, and at his command they will come in.”

Moses did as the LORD commanded him.  He took Joshua and had him stand before 
Eleazar the priest and the whole assembly.  Then he laid his hands on him and commissioned 
him, as the LORD instructed through Moses.

Dt. 34:9 Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid 
his hands on him.  So the Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had commanded 
Moses.

3.   two  cautions

1Ti. 5:22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do not share in the sins of others. Keep
yourself pure.

Mk. 16:17-18 [Jesus speaking]  And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name 
they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their 
hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands
on sick people, and they will get well.”
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